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(v) islinked to data in such a manner that if the data.are changed,
the signature is invalidated; and

(vi) conforms to regulations adopted by the Secretary of State.

(4) “Governmental entity” means any department, agency, or unit of
federal, State, or local government, including the District of Columbia.

(5) “Pilot” means the digital signature pilot program.
(b) (1) There is a digital signature pilot program in State government.
(2) The following agencies may participate in the pilot:
(i) the Secretary of State;
(ii) the State Archives;
(iii) the Department of General Services;
(iv) the Departmeht of Budget and Management; and
(v) any other agency authorized by the Governor.
(¢) (1) This section applies only to communications:
(i) within or between agencies; or
(ii) between agencies and governmental entities.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section, any agency participating in
the pilot may establish methods and procedures to allow for the use of a digital
signature in any communication in which a signature is required or used within the
agency or between the agency and another agency or governmental entity.

(3) The use of a digital signature under this section shall have the same
force and effect as the use of a manual signature.

(4) Nothing in this section shall require an agency or governmental
entity to use or accept a digital signature.

(d) (1) The Secretary of State shall adopt regulations to implement and
.administer a method used under the pilot to conduct authenticated electronic
transactions using digital signatures.

(2) The use of a digital signature under this section shall conform to
State regulations governing electronic records adopted by the State Archives.]

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
effect October 1, 2006.

Approved April 11, 2006.
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